
Copies of articles listed in Article Alert  are available from the Information Resource Center,
Public Affairs  Section, U.S. Embassy Jakarta.   Should  you  wish to receive a photocopy  of
article, please complete the ARTICLE ALERT REQUEST FORM (page 3) and return it to us.  We will
mail the requested articles directly to you, at no cost.

Information Resource Center, Public Affairs Section, U.S. Embassy Jakarta
Jl. Medan Merdeka Selatan, 4-5, Jakarta 10110

Phone: (021) 3508467, Fax: (021) 3508466, e-mail: alert@usembassyjakarta.org
Website: http://jakarta.usembassy.gov

The books, articles, and  web sites described in the Article Alert present a diversity of views  in order to
keep our IRC users abreast of current issues and concerns in the United States. These items represent the
views and opinions of the authors and do not necessarily reflect official U.S. Government policy.

DEMOCRACY & HUMAN RIGHTS
1.  THE METAPHORICAL WALL
By Edward F. Harrington. America, Vol. 192, No. 2, January
17-24, 2005, pp. 10-13

Article Alert,  No. 4, April 2005

Harrington, senior federal district court judge in
Massachusetts, argues that the metaphorical wall
separating church and state, was created to limit
governmental powers, not restrict religion's influence in
public debates. Harrington discusses the historical roots
of religious liberty and posits that the Bill of Rights defines
and secures the individual's right to freedom of religion.
Harrington says that "the public square needs to hear the
voices of a religiously based morality, so that public affairs
may be nourished by their ideals of justice and equity."
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NEW MEDIA RESOURCES
Identifying Misinformation

http://usinfo.state.gov/media/media_resources/misinformation.html
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2. PRESIDENTIAL PRESS CONFERENCES: THE
IMPORTANCE AND EVOLUTION OF AN ENDURING
FORUM
By Martha Joynt Kumar. Presidential Studies Quarterly,
Vol. 35, No. 1, March, 2005, pp. 166-192

Kumar, professor of political science at Towson University, writes
that press conferences are a unique event, during which the
president must think on his feet, the public can see the president
on his own, and where the president can explain his conduct and
policies. Press conferences started with President Woodrow
Wilson, 92 years ago. Kumar describes the evolution of the press

3. THE CLASH BETWEEN SECURITY AND LIBERTY
IN THE U.S. RESPONSE TO TERROR
By  Carol W. Lewis. Public Administration Review, Vol.
65, No. 1, January/February 2005, pp. 18-30

Lewis, a professor of political science and public
administration at the University of Connecticut,
studied US public opinion  on civil liberties and security
in response to the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001. Public opinion is a critical element in the political
and administrative decision-making process. Lewis
analyzes shifts in public attitudes and concludes that
the public is not readily disposed to restrict civil
liberties as the one of security.

conference and the impact of television. Presidents in current
years have preferred to develop safer ways of dealing with
reporters than regularly scheduled press conferences but
Kumar believes that press conferences will not disappear
entirely. The adversarial nature of a press conference,
watching the president stand up to tough questioning, could
effectively persuade the viewing public to support difficult
decisions.

Uncle Sam's Reference Shelf
Statistical Abstract of the United States
2004-2005 edition available now!
http://www.census.gov/prod/www/statistical-abstract-04.html

The National Data Book contains a collection of statistics on social and
economic conditions in the United States. Selected international data are
also included. The Abstract is also a guide to sources of other data from
the Census Bureau, other Federal agencies, and private organizations.

NEW MISINFORMATION

Anti-AIDS Drug Nevirapine
Is the U.S. Harvesting Organs from Iraqis?
Life of Mohammed Book
How to Identify Misinformation

CONSPIRACY THEORIES

Did the U.S. "Create" Osama bin Laden?
Al Qaeda and September 11th
AIDS as Bioweapon
The 4,000 Jews Rumor

URBAN LEGENDS

Organ Trafficking Myths

MILITARY MISINFORMATION

Depleted Uranium

DELIBERATE DISINFORMATION

Saddam's Disinformation
Soviet Disinformation
Definitions

NEED ARTICLES FROM INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARLY JOURNALS?
PLEASE CALL IRC (INFORMATION RESOURCE CENTER) JAKARTA

AT: (021) 3435-9569; 3435-9531 AND 3435-9505

NEW E-JOURNAL
Today's Nuclear Equation

http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itps/0305/ijpe/ijpe0305.htm

U.S. Firmly Committed to NPT/ By President George W. Bush

U.S. Nuclear Nonproliferation Policy
- Controlling the World's Most Dangerous Weapon
- How to Strengthen the NPT

Perspectives
- Taking Legislative Aim at Weapons of Mass Destruction Nuclear
- Terrorism: Weapons for Sale or Theft?

Case Studies: Successes And Challenges
- Libya Renounces Weapons of Mass Destruction
- After Iran: Keeping Nuclear Energy Peaceful
- North Korea: A Rogue State Outside the NPT Fold
- New Players on the Scene: A.Q. Khan And the Nuclear Black Market
- Not With a Whimper: Visions of Mass Destruction in Fiction and Film
- Duck and Cover
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Glassman, resident fellow at the American Enterprise Institute,
says people who have wealth of their own, such as stocks and
real estate, have a deeper commitment to their community, a
more profound sense of family obligation and personal
responsibility, a stronger identification with national fortunes, and
a personal interest in our capitalist economy. President Bush's
idea of an "Ownership Society" assumes that when families
share in the growth of businesses and the economy, everyone
benefits, he writes. In a nation where a record 83 percent of
families own their own homes and half of the families own stocks,
bonds or real estate, a society structured on ownership -- rather
than class of any sort -- can comprise the entire nation, says
Glassman.

5.  A NATION OF CITIZEN INVESTORS
By James Glassman. American Enterprise, Vol. 16, No. 2, March
2005, pp. 38-39

4.  SECOND GENERATION POVERTY REDUCTION
STRATEGIES: NEW OPPORTUNITIES AND EMERGING
ISSUES
By Ruth Driscoll and Alison Evans. Development Policy Review,
Vol. 23, No. 1, 2005, pp. 5-25

The authors say that there are significant challenges and
opportunities confronting countries that are formulating and
implementing their second-generation Poverty Reduction
Strategies (PRS) -- a joint IMF/World Bank approach to poverty
reduction through development assistance and debt relief to
poor countries. The first generation of PRS, they write, made
important progress by contributing to a much stronger focus on
poverty inside government, engaging civil society in poverty
policy debates, and focusing attention on donor alignment and
harmonization. They describe some of the challenges that remain
for the second generation, such as developing stronger
government focus on an institutional commitment to poverty
reduction, and expanding civil society consultations and
government accountability to citizens. Driscoll and Evans say
the second generation of the PSR process is also highlighting
some new questions such as the political nature of PRS, the
relationship of PRS to competing strategies, and predictable
budget support. The complex balancing act between the political
and technical dimensions -- as well as long-term vs. short-term
goals -- of PRS will be a major focus for donors, they write.

6.  THE FREE MARKET
By Jennifer Saba. Editor & Publisher, March 2005, pp. 32-37

Free daily newspapers, specialty publications, and papers
targeted to youth are a growing trend in the newspaper industry.
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7.  TERRORISM AND THE NEW SECURITY DILEMMA
By Philip G.. Cerny. Naval War College Review,  Vol. 58, No. 1,
Winter 2005, pp. 11-33

States have always placed a premium on security; as the global
security environment has changed over time, so have their
security strategies. Cerny, professor of global political economy
at Rutgers University, writes that the primary challenge of
transnational terrorism to national governments is "how to deal
with the increasingly diffuse character of threats with the means
available to state actors, in what is still to a large extent an
interstate system." Cerny notes that the terrorism threat
represents "networks and patterns of violence that do not
resemble the kind of 'international' warfare among states that
has dominated the international system since the seventeenth
century." He argues that terrorism is just one facet of a new
phenomenon known as neomedievalism -- a "plurality of
overlapping, competing and intersecting power structures ...
above, below, and cutting across states and the states system."
Cerny believes that instead of a "war on terror," what is needed
is to "transform security itself -- pursuing a civilianization of politics
and society, stressing social development ... and good
governance."

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) URL List
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/lnks/ngo/

American Civil Liberties Union
* http://www.aclu.com
American Center for International Labor Solidarity
* http://www.solidaritycenter.org
Committee to Protect Journalists
* http://www.cpj.org
Forum 18
* http://www.forum18.org
Human Rights Watch
* http://www.hrw.org
International IDEA [Institute for Democracy and Electoral
Assistance]
* http://www.idea.int/index.htm

ECONOMIC SECURITY AND TRADE

International Republican Institute
* http://www.iri.org
The Iraq Foundation
* http://www.iraqfoundation.org
Lawyers Committee for Human Rights
* http://www.ichr.org
National Democratic Institute
* http://www.ndi.org
National Endowment for Democracy
* http://www.ned.org
National Urban League
* http://www.nul.org
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum
* http://www.ushmm.org

 The goal is to introduce the newspaper reading habit to a new
generation by catering to their interests and locating paper
distribution at subway stops, retail outlets, and youth-oriented
restaurants and clubs. While it is too early to gauge whether the
"freebies" are making inroads into traditional newspaper
circulation -- and whether advertisers will find the trend worth
supporting -- the format is proliferating in American cities. Critics
question the quality of content and point to the continuing appeal
of the Web and television as the predominant news source for
young news consumers.

U.S. SOCIETY AND VALUES

8.  BREAKING AWAY
By Joseph Lelyveld. New York Times Magazine, March 6, 2005,
pp. 50-72

This article, adapted from the author's forthcoming book,
OMAHA BLUES: A MEMORY LOOP, is an autobiography which
shows the intersection of the personal and the political. In this
article, the former New York Times copy boy, staff writer and
foreign, managing and executive editor, intertwines scenes from
his troubled family life with his assignments for the New York
Times. The assignments he covers in this article ran the gamut,
from delivering the weather report to investigating the story of
a former SS-guard to racial tensions in the South.

E Journal March 2005: Today's Nuclear Equation (see p.4)
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